Fifth Science § VRpositm-2009

Abstracts

Structure of the avifauna in major lagoons of
the Bundala National Park (A Ramsar

Wetland in Sri Lanka) in relation to several
habitat characteristics

Chandana EP.S"., Amarasinghe N. J. de S'. and
Samayawardhena L A ! 2

Department of Zoology, University of Rubung, Matara

!Department of Zoology, Faculty of Science, University

of Rultina ? present address 20, Kuruppu road, Boraflg

Correspondence: pschandana@zoo.ruh.ac Ik

The Bundala National Park (BNP) was initially
established as a sanctuary in 1969, BNP was declared as
a RAMSAR wetland in 1990 owing to its significant role
s a wintering site for migratory birds, Malala (650 ha),
Embiliakala {450 ha) and Bundala Lewaya (550 ha) are
major lagoons in BNP. The ecological refationships

between BNP lagoons and associated avitauna were

poorly documented, Present study investigated waterbird

abundance and diversity with a special reference to the
habitat characteristics of BNP lagoons. Freshwater Imput
via several channels increased the water volume in
Malala lagoon (3.1 + 0.3 m) and Embillakala lagoon (2.9
+ 0.3 m) creating unfavorable condition for wading birds
and causing water salinity to decrease and nutrients to be
loaded at critical levels, Mean Shannon's diversity index
and evenness for bird population associated with lagoons
(Malala - 2.9 + 0.8, 0.51 + 0.2, Bundala Lewaya - 2.1 +
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