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Alternantherq sessili (L) is popular among Sri Lankans
as a highly nutritious, cheap food. Sri Lankans consume
A. sessilis as a raw food, Spodoptera lifura (F) was found
to be the major pest species of 4, sessifis during this
study. The present study indicates that farmers use a
higher dose of Trebone (Etofenprox) than the dose
fecommended by the department of Agriculture 1o
control §. litura. In the present study, the Population
density and the percentage leaf damage of § fipyrg under
the effects of two different pesticide dosages: i.e.
Tecommended dosage, Farmers® dosage (excess amounts
of Trebone) were compared. Controlled experiment was
carried out without application of pesticides. Sampling
was done at two day intervals during one harvesting
cycle which was started from March, 2007 to 2007 April.
Population density of S liturg was significantly different
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(P<0.05) among treatments. Abundlance of §. ?t?;; :freS
significantly decreased undecr1 tihtii mﬂffn;ere% e
method than the recommende o.se_ d-ﬁ«mm
age caused by Slitwra is significantly 1 :
g:tn:vegen treatments (P< 0.05). Leaf dam{':ige oj L‘islg;:/a E
the control is 35.44% while it was 7.06% and 15. t_w:]
farmers’ method and recommended m'ethod. re;pec 1du ge
Recommended dosage of Trebone .wh‘lch failed to reSiblc
the abundance of §. lm:fh mdlfau?;heastup(gs ible
ent of resistance of the pest. :
f:::i?iim that farmers do not comply Wltll-l ‘f.};n p;ef
harvesting periods and frequency of app 11::1 lnt "
Trebone as recommended by ‘the’ Dep; m;k o
Agriculture, Overall findings h1gh11ght t e ol
consumption of excess pesticide residues uninten

by human.



