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The herbs are rich with vast number of phytochemicals which are
potentially useful in drug discovery. B. racemosa (Family: Caesalpiniaceae) grows
in dry zones in Sri Lanka and has been used in folk medicine for hundreds of years.
Objective of the present study was to reveal the phytochemical composition and the
anti-bacterial activity of B. racemosa leaves. The leaves of B.racemosa were
collected, identified and authenticated. The constituents of the leaves were
extracted by gradient extraction using soxhlet apparatus. After evaporation of the
solvent under reduced pressure, the crude extracts were analyzed by TLC method
and by carrying out chemical screening tests for the phytochemicals. The crude
aqueous extract of the leaves obtained after freeze drying was tested for the anti-
bacterial activity against Xamthomonas campestris pv. campestris using well-
diffusion method. This investigation revealed that the leaves of B. racemosa
contain phenolic compounds, flavonoids, tannins, saponins and glycosides as the
phytachemicals and no anti-bacterial activity was shown against X, campestris pv.
campesiris by aqueous extract of the leaves.
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